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Tony Cairoli has gone about re-treading his 
old stomping ground so far in 2017 and has 
owned the last two rounds of MXGP with 
twelve of nineteen now scratched from the 
schedule. But in MX2 Suzuki’s Jeremy Seewer 
has replicated the KTM icon and his latest 
success in Portugal was a showcase of attack¬ 
ing riding and aggressive synergy with track 
and motorcycle 
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THE FALL& 


It hasn t all been plain sailing and rosy with 
tales of progress in KTM’s first MotoGP 
championship, even if the Austrians are now 
within a second a lap of the leaders (it was 
over 2.5 at pre-season tests) at the midpoint 
part of the year. Pol Espargaro experiences 
some gravel rash at the Grand Prix TT As- 
sen in one of the travails of 2017 for the 
hard-working debutants 
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Across the AMA MX/SX disciplines 
is there a rider more consistent or 
purposeful than Zach Osborne? The 
27 year old is heading towards a 
remarkable scoop of both supercross 
and motocross and victory last week¬ 
end at RedBud only strengthened his 
case; six rounds to go outdoors 
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We know that you live for every moment on your bike. 

We understand because we put the same passion into what we do. 

Every detail of our gear is designed to keep you riding and doing what you love most. 

Go find it at: leatt.com/2017-gpx-apparel/ 







“5 GRAND PRIX OF PORTUGAL 

AGUEDA ■ JULY 2nd ■ Rnd 12 of 19 

MXGP winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeremy Seewer, Suzuki 










MXGPi 


|went back- 
to-back in 
the sunshine and heat with 
Ottobiano and Agueda run¬ 
ning Grands Prix of Lom¬ 
bardia and Portugal within 
seven days of each other and 
before a welcome respite in 
the MXGP campaign, and the 
events served to further em¬ 
bolden Tony Cairoli’s chances 
of a remarkable ninth crown. 


The Sicilian and Suzuki’s 
Jeremy Seewer (MX2) won 
rounds eleven and twelve and 
arguably the toughest phase 
of the MXGP calendar with 
temperatures in the thirties 
and heatstroke and dehydra¬ 
tion hitting some immensely 
fit athletes very hard. 

Cairoli was magnificent to win 
in the sand of Ottobiano and 
give Italians cause to toast 
their ‘vintage’ with Valentino 
Rossi owning the MotoGP in 
Assen on the same day. He 
defeated the labelled “sand 
master” - brandmate Jeffrey 
Herlings - for the Lombardian 
date and then gathered the 
second moto last Sunday to 
own the top step of the box 
again despite sharing results 
and points with the Dutch¬ 
man. 


We’ve extoled the talent and 
the capabilities of the 31 year 
old in blogs and mini features 
so far in 2017 and from when 
#222 set out his stall to fire 
back from two-injured per¬ 


turbed years by looking suit¬ 
ably menacing in pre-season 
competition. Cairoli has 
excelled when he could and 
played the safe game when 
judgement called (Russia 
for example). His strategy is 
proven and after Portugal last 
Sunday where he eeked out a 
91 point margin over Monster 
Energy Kawasaki’s Clement 
Desalle then he was repeat¬ 
ing his mantra of nursing the 
bigger picture. “We are start¬ 
ing to control the champion¬ 
ship and have a good lead so 
we have to ride smart.” It is 
worth pointing out that the 
last two GPs came at a potent 
time for Tony. He recovered 
from the sludge of Orlyonok 
with a fixture in front of his 
fans (and in the sand) and 
then at a track where he had 
posted ten consecutive podi- 
ums through his career. 

The six-times MXGP champ 
has a vein of humility that 
permitted him to credit Her¬ 
lings’ pace and ability in the 
first moto and after Jeffrey 
had studied Cairoli’s lines and 
sussed the weaknesses. In 
the second moto Cairoli was 
not going to be chased again. 
Herlings was tolerant of his 
fourth runner-up position 
from the last six Grands Prix 
but is clearly now operating 
as one of the fastest riders 
in the class after a recovery/ 
adaption period to life on the 
450 SX-F. He has swiftly risen 
through the standings with 


Desalle and Rockstar Energy 
IceOne Husqvarna’s Gautier 
Paulin now missing the ros¬ 
trum for the past two GPs, 
and lies just 5 points away 
from second in the series. “I 
don’t think we can win the 
championship without some 
luck but we don’t wish injury 
or bad luck on anyone: we 
just have to be realistic,” he 
assessed. “After the bad start 
to the season I don’t think 
being second in the champi¬ 
onship is too bad. I feel I can 
give that back to the team 
because we have been work¬ 
ing so hard. We might be in 
different teams - me and Tony 
- but at the end of the day we 
are ‘family’.” 

The prospect of these two 
KTM riders duelling again in 
the sand of Lommel and As¬ 
sen is already a treat waiting 
to be devoured. 

Agueda had drawn some 
stony faces on Saturday: hard, 
fast and dusty with overzeal- 
ous watering in questionable 
locations it seemed that the 
club had not bothered to 
study, learn or modernise in 
their three season absence 
from the MXGP calendar. The 
evolving bumps increased the 
technical demands by Sunday 
and the speed and flow of the 
jumps and curves led to some 
breath-taking scenes. 














MXGP PORTUGAL 


Stefan Everts’ Suzuki crew 
were again celebrating in 
Portugal but on two fronts. 
Seewer was outstanding with 
his flight in the second moto 
to catch and demote Red 
Bull KTM's Pauls Jonass to 
permit win number four and 
a timely follow-up to honours 
in Ottobiano. Jonass’ consist¬ 
ency meant the points situ¬ 
ation stayed the same in the 
MX2 table but this dispute 
will run and run. Jonass was 
excellent to pass Rockstar 
Energy Husqvarna’s Thomas 
Covington (pole sitter once 
more and in fine form) in the 
first moto but will have to be 
wary if Seewer and Suzuki 
can eventually improve their 
starting prowess. Seewer 
rode as well as he’d ever 
done to deal a small psycho¬ 
logical blow to his rival in 
the second race and for the 
second time in a week Everts’ 
team were able to pose for 
another victory photo. 

The second reason for yel¬ 
low glee was the continued 
maturation of twenty year old 
rookie Arminas Jasikonis who 
troubled the leading KTM 
dynamic briefly in Italy then 
swooped to Pole Position and 
a first Grand Prix podium 
for his country on Sunday at 
Agueda. In a sparse year of 
prospect for Everts’ MXGP 
programme this was a sig¬ 
nificant step. It also allowed 
the towering AJ’ to drink-in 
the credibility and attention 


after his first full-time GP 
year started with humilia¬ 
tion by being turned away at 
the Doha airport border in 
Qatar and he spent the best 
part of a full day stuck - Tom 
Hanks-style - in the termi¬ 
nal. Jasikonis is an authentic 
Everts project: young, strong, 
devoted and willing to com¬ 
mit to the cause and the 
programme in every sense. 

He is reminiscent of a youth¬ 
ful but more flamboyant Ken 
De Dycker. With the RM-Z450 
looking fiery away from the 
gate expect this name to ap¬ 
pear more frequently at the 
top of MXGP standings as he 
learns the trade. 

MotoGP has a five-week 
break but MXGP manages 
with just three. The marbley 
soil of Loket for the Grand 
Prix of Czech Republic will 
bring the series alive again 
in mid-July. Interestingly is it 
one of Cairoli’s worst tracks, 
one of Clement Desalle’s best 
and a poor one for Jeffrey 
Herlings, being the scene of 
a dislocated shoulder and 
hip since he came into Grand 
Prix. 
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SCOTT SHOW OFF NEW 
PROSPECT COLOURS 


One year after Scott unveiled arguably 
their most important goggle product 
- the Prospect - the 2018 colour- 
ways and designs were shown at the 
Grand Prix of Lombardia and with the 
full line-up of Scott’s athletes in tow: 
Clement Desalle, Arnaud Tonus, Shaun 
Simpson, Jordi Tixier, Pauls Jonass 
and Jorge Prado. The key points of the 
Prospect remain for ’18 so the large 
field of vision, the WFS roll-off system 
and the innovative lens-lock mechan¬ 
ics but the range gets a much-needed 
revamp in terms of shades and liver¬ 
ies. We asked the Scott team about the 
inspiration for the new look. “We want¬ 
ed to identify a handful of on-trend 
concepts in conjunction with SCOTT’s 
historic branding on goggles in motor- 
sports,” were words coming from Mar¬ 
co Gal I i. “One of the main principles 
through the entire process was bridg¬ 
ing these iconic design cues found at 
the root of Moto racing while keeping 
a modern approach when it came to 
colour and graphic usage.” Basically 
adopting almost a retro theme towards 
the eyewear in recognition of Scott’s 
past adventures. The company like to 
explore their history with goggle and 
motocross; the recent celebration of 
the ‘Logger’ being a suitable example. 
“The Prospect goggle has definitely set 
up a new benchmark for us at Scott. 
Our teams keep on working together 
with our riders to improve the product 
specs wherever we can." 
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CAIROLI PUSHES NEW 
LIFESTYLE BRAND 

The mystery behind Tony Cairoli’s 
black and white ‘RACR’ t-shirts and 
apparel on social media in the last few 
months was dispelled with the for¬ 
mal presentation of the MXGP rider’s 
lifestyle brand at Ottobiano. In front 
of friends, co-riders and well-wishers 
in the circuit’s VIP lounge Cairoli and 
fiancee Jill Cox showed off the four 
t-shirts, two sweatshirts, sunglasses 
and five caps with simplistic but very 
clear styling and the very first pieces 
of a line that is set for expansion in the 
coming months. 

Press Manager Lorenzo Resta spoke 
about RACR, the special collabora¬ 
tion with renowned sunglass designer 
Marco Melis and the brand ethos of 
‘RACR being a state of mind’ while Cai¬ 
roli said “we’re starting very easy and 
we hope we can make it much bigger. 
We’ll see in a couple of years because 
my focus right now is still on winning 
on the track.” 

The Sicilian previously dabbled with 
his own collaborative goggle brand 
- Neox - for the better part of three 
years but for a variety of reasons the 
product never developed to hit the 
shop floors. After associations with 
Breitling and Reebok Cairoli is now 
taking more steps for projects to oc¬ 
cupy his time away from the paddock. 
RACR products should hit around the 
forty euro mark for the t-shirts with 
sweatshirts slightly dearer. 

The new RACR website is www.racr.it 
and should be online shortly when the 
range begins to ship. 
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IMOLA RECONNECTS WITH MXGP PAST 


The news that one of Italy’s oldest and most 
prestigious motorsport venues would enter 
the MXGP calendar as the final round of the 
2018 season was something of a surprise, 
even if the constantly revolving nature of the 
Italian Grand Prix has become normal over 
the years. The outline for the Grand Prix of 
Imola (it would seem that Maggiora could 
keep the ‘Italy’ tag) involves an ambitious 
temporary build and apparently is in-keeping 
with the philosophy of the new powers-that- 
be at the circuit that renovated elements 
of the recent WorldSBK meeting, and are 
trying to bring a modern and multi-faceted 
aspect to their agenda of events. “It will be 
very new with a track in front and beside the 
grandstand and with a lot of other activities 
planned with music and exhibitions,” said 
Youthstream President Giuseppe Luongo. “It 
will be a big party: a Grand Prix ‘Plus’.’’ 

Formula Imola President Uberto Selvatico 
Estense highlighted Imola’s distant connec¬ 
tion to the sport. “It is not the first time that 
motocross took place in Imola,” he said. 
“From 1948 until 1965 we had a motocross 
race there. We can say that motocross is in 
our DNA. Our facility will be ready. I want to 
thank the people we’ve had in this project 
since the beginning and we have worked for 
two years to have this result.” 

Reaction to the news was mostly of curios¬ 
ity and the fixture appears to have much in 
common with the current Grand Prix of the 
Netherlands at Assen; a gathering that has 
enjoyed good following around a makeshift 
sandy course splayed over the famous Gert 
Timmer section of asphalt. 


Of course MXGP has experimented with 
Grands Prix at road racing venues and Mal¬ 
lory Park, Donington Park, Zolder, Francia- 
corta and Losail spring to mind, each with 
varying degrees of success. Imola have the 
ingredients to bring a new dimension to the 
‘MX-to-road-race’ transplant, and to try and 
entice the weathered motocross fan as much 
as any curious new spectators; namely a will¬ 
ing and speculative organisational team and 
a historic and novel location. 

By now most of the MXGP paddock knows 
that the quality of new or short-term tracks 
are at the very heart of this kind of specta¬ 
cle. If the course is something the riders can 
attack and enjoy then this will be reflected in 
the racing and the show. The fans also need 
the chance to get close to the action as much 
as the opportunity to opt for a grandstand 
seat for a better overall view. As with most 
road race venues that are money-makers all 
year round for track days, ‘experiences’ and 
test sessions the hindrance of a bespoke, 
sole-use motocross layout means there is 
little room for bedding-in and getting the ter¬ 
rain right to satisfy some of the fastest off¬ 
road motorcyclists in the world. 

The track will be crucial, and an indication as 
to whether Imola can look at MXGP as a wor¬ 
thy investment...or a costly one-off experi¬ 
ment. So far there is little doubting the en¬ 
thusiasm to make it work. “This is something 
fantastic for motocross,” asserted Luongo at 
the presentation in Ottobiano. “It will be the 
right way to finish the season and we want to 
do something great together.” 


MXGP 

BLOG 


BREAKING POINTS...? 


Watching from the pitlane as Shaun Simpson somehow quickly took off his 
lid with one hand and resignedly walked away behind the start gate of the 
Ottobiano circuit, mouthing the words “it’s broken...” to his team was again a 
reminder of not only how harsh a sport motocross can be, but also made me 
curious about how a professional athlete in this discipline can be so tolerant, 
immediately-understanding and already forward-thinking in the minutes and 


seconds after a significant 

The Scot, who coincidentally 
features quite prominently in this 
issue and remains an OTOR favour¬ 
ite for being able to articulate his 
profession and lifestyle with such 
lucidity, subsequently filled a limb 
of his body with more metalwork 
the following day. Only a few hours 
prior to the crash that left a radius 
bone broken and chipped as well 
as a fractured ulna, Simpson had 
been showing us the large bump 
in his left hand; a consequence of 
plates and screws inserted to join 
together three pieces of a shattered 
metacarpal. By Sunday evening the 
‘Meccano’ effect had been doubled 
with another eight screws and fix¬ 
ings. 

Simpson had already set himself 
a plan by the time his operation 
had been scheduled and painkillers 
were wearing off. But there have 


amount of trauma to his 

been more extreme examples in the 
last few years. The antics of both 
Clement Desalle (2016) and Tony 
Cairoli (2015) to continue compet¬ 
ing before broken left arms had 
sufficiently healed almost defies 
belief. Desalle rolled to Qatar for 
his Kawasaki debut just two weeks 
after fracturing his arm below the 
elbow and while the first Grands 
Prix of the season were torturous 
and he was often ashen-faced try¬ 
ing to get through the motos (while 
also attempting to deal with the 
disappointment of the setback) he 
somehow made it until round five 
in Mexico where he started to enter 
the leading group and post top five 
results. 

Cairoli’s qualification heat crash 
while leading at Maggiora was a 
cruel twist when he’d won two of 
the previous three rounds and was 


body. 

getting back into the title hunt. A 
fracture to his arm left the defend¬ 
ing champion wincing in agony and 
coming through the event at Mag¬ 
giora with his forearm in various 
shades of black and blue. The Sicil¬ 
ian painfully raced on for another 
three Grands Prix (even taking a 
third place in the second moto in 
Sweden) but was forced to concede 
defeat with the slow recovery be¬ 
ing impeded by the rigours of the 
sport. For only the second time in 
a World Championship career that 
began in earnest in 2004 #222 
missed a series of races (five in to¬ 
tal) and dipped out of the top three 
in a final ranking for the first time 
since that ’04 campaign. 

Perhaps the ultimate accolade goes 
to Jeffrey Herlings. Thinking back 
to Mexico and the final round of 
2014 now still induces a disbeliev- 



ing shake of the head. In my time 
reporting on the MXGP series it 
remains one of the most incred¬ 
ible narratives I’ve encountered. In 
a nutshell: Herlings wins the 2013 
championship at a canter and 
blasts his way to a 143 point lead 
over KTM teammate Jordi Tixier 

- who had not won a Grand Prix 

- by round 13 through winning 
12 GPs and 22 from 24 motos. 

He breaks his femur showing-off 
with an 85cc machine in a char¬ 
ity event, returns at Leon, Mexico 
six weeks later with the bone still 
freshly knit limping in anguish 
and deathly pale due to an infec¬ 
tion. Tixier has somehow closed 
the gap to 23 points through his 
maiden victory in the Czech Re¬ 
public and another second posi¬ 
tion in Herlings’ absence. Both 
compete in the finale at Leon. 
Herlings manages to guide the 
250 SX-F to 11th overall but Tixier 
wins the GP and the title by 616 
points to the Dutchman’s 612. 

It was a sensational, insane, 
ballsy, ill-advised and ultimately 
fruitless attempt by the Dutch¬ 
man to keep his finger tips on a 
third championship that he would 
eventually have to wait another 


two years to obtain. Recalling his 
gaunt expression and demeanour 
of suffering, it was clear that Jef¬ 
frey wanted his desperate appear¬ 
ance in Mexico to be as low-key 
as possible although it was any¬ 
thing but. Almost every journalist 
wanted his perspective on what 
he was trying to do. The flight 
over to Mexico and entry into the 
seventeenth fixture came at the 
last minute and whispers that 
Herlings had been watching the 
GP a week before in Brazil and 
saw that Tixier could only man¬ 
age fourth overall in Goias meant 
he ignored the advice of many to 
hobble to the airport and to try 
salvage two-thirds of a season’s 
work with a still-snapped leg; any 
further crash or incident could 
have crippled the then nineteen 
year old. 

Behind the Mexican podium when 
all was done-and-dusted the 
risk, tension and the utter dejec¬ 
tion that he’d missed out by four 
points after racking the better 
part of 47 per GP (10 rounds he 
took a perfect 50) was too much 
to contain and the tears flowed. 
When he’d gathered himself later 
he admitted to me in an interview 


that his Mexican manoeuvre was 
“probably a little crazy”. It wasn’t 
to be the first injury-drama for 
Herlings who was forced to ma¬ 
ture and learn the dark side of the 
sport the hard way but it was the 
most dramatic and obvious case 
of what these athletes are driven 
to do. 

Limit-searching brings injury as a 
natural consequence in any sport 
but what defines these individuals 
is the way they somehow em¬ 
brace and categorise the setback 
and immediately work to another 
process. Even to this day in the 
violence and fraught danger of 
motocross it is still an eye-opener. 
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READY TO RACE 


THE WEAPON OF CHOICE 


At the pinnacle of motocross, the sharpest weapon always prevails. 

For 2018, KTM has refined the KTM 450 SX-F, delivering unrivaled power, 
razor-sharp handling, and aggressive styling, making this motorcycle 
the ultimate weapon to race into your next on-track battle. 


Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing, and observe the applicable provisions of the 
The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available a 
































WHAT SOME MXGP RIDERS DO IN THE GAP BETWEEN MOTOS 

By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 







FEATURE 


A s the last FIM World 
Championship series 
with two races on the 
same day, MXGP forces a de¬ 
manding timetable on athletes 
and the way each competitor 
deals with that important gap 
between the first and second 
outings can have important 
physical and mental repercus¬ 
sions. We asked a small clutch 
of riders young and old how 
they approach the crucial mo¬ 
ments and minutes that sepa¬ 
rate the motos... 


So, what do they do and why? 
We sought answers... 

Gautier Paulin, Rockstar 
Energy IceOne Husqvarna, 
MXGP: “If I am fit then I don’t 
need people to take care of 
me: I don’t need a massage 
or any other attention. I drink 
a lot of water and I eat, but 
not too much because I don’t 
want something - or the feel¬ 
ing - that is heavy to digest. 
When it is a ‘heavy’ race then 
I might cycle for a bit also. I 


will have a meeting with the 
team and then rest. I can 
sleep." 

Vsevolod Brylyakov, Monster 
Energy DRT Kawasaki, MX2: 

“I try to get some food! And 
do some recovery cycling 
after the moto to move my 
muscles a little bit and get 
my heart rate down. I’ll eat 
a little pasta or rice and a 
cereal or energy bar; it is all 
about quick carbohydrates 
and calories. I’ll relax and 


Roughly two hours and twenty 
minutes between rolling back 
into the paddock and the gate 
dropping for the second thirty 
minute and two lap race: this 
is the amount of time MX2 and 
MXGP athletes have to recover, 
re-evaluate and prepare to go 
full tilt for another dash. 

It is often a nervy time for 
Grand Prix riders and where 
the events of the opening sprint 
of a meeting can very much 
determine what goes on as the 
mind switches instantly to the 
second challenge. Some will 
have strict routines, others will 
frantically react to any physical 
problems or issues of perfor¬ 
mance, many will receive input 
and feedback from their clos¬ 
est circles and almost all will 
be addressing the physiologi¬ 
cal need to repair the ‘damage’ 
and ‘wear’ from the thirty-five 
minutes of often brutal punish¬ 
ment, especially in sand. 












watch the MXGP moto because 
all my stuff is already prepared 
before warm-up in the morning. 
I will also think where I can be 
better and where I was making 
mistakes, also where I was do¬ 
ing well." 

Shaun Simpson, Wilvo Yamaha, 
MXGP: “When you have done 
as many Grands Prix as I have 
then you tend to try a lot of 
different scenarios! In the 
early years I used to stress a 
lot about getting out to look at 
lines on the track or rushing to 
see the other class and I didn’t 
take enough time to look at my 
race, where I had gone wrong 
or right, refuelled, rehydrated 
and rested! I was in too much 
of a hurry. Now I just like to 
be organised. I have my stuff 
ready, Rachel will have some 
food ready and I’ll have a mat 
in the camper or team truck 
where I can rest or stretch." 


lactic acid and a bit of food 
for more energy. By then there 
is usually an hour left so time 
to check the goggles and then 
get dressed for the second 
moto.” 

Kevin Strijbos, Team Su¬ 
zuki, MXGP: “There was a 
time when I cycled and then 
watched the other race and 
then a few years where I slept 
after a little cycle and a show¬ 
er. Now I’m still on the cycle if 
I feel good.” 

Stephan Nuesser, Sport Sci¬ 
entist: “Nowadays you see 
many riders on exercise bikes 
after the races and that’s 
mostly to burn off lactate; you 
have a quicker burn rate if you 
do exercise and it stimulates 
general blood flow for quicker 
oxygen supply and recupera¬ 
tion to tissues and muscles. A 
small activation period is bet¬ 
ter than doing nothing.” 


STRIJBOS: “IT WAS DIFFICULT IN THE PAST TO 
MENTALLY MOVE ON FROM THE FIRST MOTO...” 


Glenn Coldenhoff, Red Bull 
KTM, MXGP: “The process is 
nearly always the same: de¬ 
brief with the team, talk about 
improvements and then get 
changed, have something to eat 
in the Red Bull hospitality and 
get ready to go again. It passes 
by pretty quickly actually.” 

Pauls Jonass, Red Bull KTM, 

MX2: “It is about quick recov¬ 
ery, so a bit of spinning for the 


Coldenhoff: “Normally Pauls 
always has a bicycle on hand 
and I’ll use it sometimes when 
I feel that a race has been 
quite heavy on my legs." 

Nuesser: “If you look at the 
Tour de France then the Pro¬ 
logue is 8-10kms which takes 
fifteen minutes and they will 
be doing a thirty-forty minute 
warm-up. After that they will 
also do a proper cool-down. 


FEATURE 


SIMPSON: "i IT IS DIFFERENT EVERY WEEK. 

YOU HAVE TO SEIZE ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
VERY RARELY WILL IT GO THE SAME..." 


Those motocross riders who 
have a sandwich and sit in 
their chair are not on the level 
they could be.” 

Simpson: “Refuelling is a mas¬ 
sive part that people underes¬ 
timate or don’t look at enough. 
You need to make sure you 
have the right amount of food 
at the right time; so you’re not 
eating too late and your body 
is trying to digest when you 
are sitting on the line for race 
two.” 

Coldenhoff: “I’m in an Italian 
team! So you can guess what 
I eat! We can order what we 
like at Red Bull so some days 
it is rice and chicken or usu¬ 
ally pasta with pesto; I eat that 
most race weekends.” 

Nuesser: “There is a limited 
storage of carbohydrates in the 
liver and the muscles and in 
the first race you lose quite a 
bit of that energy. As an esti¬ 
mation: say you have a stor¬ 
age of 1800 calories of carbs 
then I’d presume you’d lose 
around 1000, so half the stor¬ 
age - yes, you have fatty acids 
but we’ll leave those aside for 
the moment - therefore it is 
an important thing to have a 
quick and efficient refuel of 
that lost energy which makes 


special products important be¬ 
cause you only have a limited 
absorption capacity from the 
gut and the stomach, around 
80grams of carbs per hour. 

You need to make sure you 
have enough and easily acces¬ 
sible carbs.” 

Simpson: “I try to keep it really 
simple. I fuel-up before the GP 
on a Thursday and Friday and 
on Saturday a good breakfast 
at least two hours before go¬ 
ing out on the track, and then 
just top that up with a mix 
of carbs and proteins, cereal 
bars and bananas and then 
I’ll have a rice, chicken and 
vegetable dish in the middle 
of the days at a specific time: 
that has proven to work for 
me and my digestive system. 
Even things like needing to go 
to the toilet, you can tell a lot 
from silly small things but by 
repeating them over and over. 

If you are stocked up before 
the race then you don’t have 
to eat loads on race day. Even 
drinking water and electrolytes 
that all starts on a Thursday 
and you just top-up. It is nearly 
all second-nature to me and 
what you can do in order to 
be in your best shape for a 
GP. It doesn’t always equate 
to a great result as we already 
know! What I say might not 


work for everyone but the key 
points will be similar of recov¬ 
ery and refuelling at the right 
time with the right food.” 

Nuesser: “Hydrations is a 
tricky subject. You have these 
recommendations that per- 
hour of exercise you should 
drink 4-600ml of fluid. If you 
would apply that for marathon 
runners then it wouldn’t work. 
Average fluid consumption of 
the top marathon runners is 
200ml. So there is the recom¬ 
mendation and then the prac¬ 
tical data! I would say ‘drink 
when you’re thirsty’ although I 
do feel that many riders don’t 
drink enough or pay attention 
to this but it is very individual 
and depends on tempera¬ 
tures and humidity. Obviously 
through the gear and helmets 
there is higher demand and 
higher loss compared to say 
cyclists.” 

Paulin: “The biggest stress for 
me on the day of a race is wak¬ 
ing up and seeing how I feel. I 
hope I am not tight or tired. As 
a racer - and I don’t know why 
- it has always been my worry! 
It has never really happened 
because I am fit and it’s why I 
do long motos and train hard. 
You need to focus so much and 
really respect these motorcy¬ 
cles that I don’t want to be in 
a position where I can make a 
mistake. It is already very hard 
to be that fit. To let a result go 
because I am tired would be 
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BETWEEN THE MOTOS 


hard to accept. So, even if a first moto is hard I 
am rested and ready for the second. I have the 
same goal. Even on a Monday after somewhere 
after like Arco di Trento when the track is not 
really that difficult then I will be out on the bike 
on the Monday." 

Brylyakov: “You feel it a little bit but it’s exactly 
the same when you are training so you are 
familiar with it. I would say last year was worse 
because I didn’t have that many hours on the 
bike. This year I’ve been feeling fresh and after 
Arco di Trento I didn’t even feel like I’d done a 
race already.” 

Nuesser: “The better your overall physical con¬ 
dition then the better your recovery.” 

Simpson: “I think it is important to get your 
head down for about half an hour and just 
gather your thoughts and recover a little bit. I 
feel more revived and recharged after that. I’ve 
been playing around with the sleep-thing actu¬ 
ally and try to squeeze in a half-hour nap most 
days. It gets to the point where your body al¬ 
most expects it: that little re-charge moment. It 
is crazy how your body works. If someone had 
told me to do it years ago I would have thought 
‘what are you talking about?’ and if you do it 
more than thirty minutes then it has been well 
proven that it can be detrimental. It is not easy 
sleeping in this kind of environment but the 
calmness of lying down, feeling your heartbeat 
slow and putting your feet up is beneficial and 
you might actually doze for five-ten minutes. 
You do feel recharged and it is quite a strange 
feeling. It is something I’ve only started in the 
last couple of years and you have to be quite 
strict with it otherwise it is not advantageous 
at all.” 

Strijbos: “The body feels it and before the 
second moto you feel like you have less power. 

I think that is normal and everybody has that, 
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at some races more than others and also 
about how the first moto goes: it could have 
been very easy or you fought all the way for a 
twelfth position.” 

Jonass: “The feeling of time depends on the 
race you’ve just had, how the track is and 
things like the fans. Sometimes it feels very 
short and sometimes very long: such as the 
overseas events where you don’t have so 
much to do. In Europe we’ll have the Red Bull 
hospitality so you can relax there and watch 
some of the MXGP race.” 

Brylyakov: “Time does go quickly simply be¬ 
cause of the amount of things you want to do, 
as well as rest and then get ready twenty-five 
minutes before the start of the next moto.” 


Paulin: “As a kid if I was pissed then it could 
affect my second moto because I was unhap¬ 
py...now I know to accept and learn from the 
past and keep on moving. Walking to the gate 
I feel normal.” 

Strijbos: “It was difficult in the past to men¬ 
tally move on from the first moto. I think it 
gets easier with age and especially when you 
have children. In the past I might have a DNF 
and throw the bike down, walk away and not 
talk to anyone. Now I am more likely to push 
the bike back, talk and analyse with the team 
and then going back to the camper you see 
the baby and it helps get rid of the stress. It 
is more frustration than anger. You still care 
a lot but you are more accepting and there is 
no need to react like a lunatic.” 


PAULIN: "AS A KID IF I WAS PISSED THEN IT COULD AFFECT MY 
SECOND MOTO BECAUSE I WAS UNHAPPY...NOW I KNOW TO ACCEPT 
AND LEARN FROM THE PAST AND KEEP ON MOVING. WALKING TO 
THE GATE I FEEL NORMAL" 


Coldenhoff: “The first moments afterwards 
you are always analysing. Joel [Smets] and 
Claudio [De Carli] come over and my me¬ 
chanics and they always ask about the bike 
and any changes we need to make. I usually 
speak quite a lot with Joel and he makes 
some good video analysis and after the race 
we watch those images. There are always 
small things to improve.” 

Jonass: “Now I have Marc [De Reuver] there 
and the team are always ready and willing to 
make any changes. Normally if things are go¬ 
ing well then I’ll just think about what I could 
do better without having any meetings or 
more analysis.” 


Simpson: “It is different every week. If you 
have a textbook first moto then the second 
could be a case of dejavu: or that’s what you 
hope for. Or you feel knackered because you 
went down on the first corner and had to 
charge all the way through. Sometimes you 
feel good but are fired-up for something bet¬ 
ter. You have to seize all the circumstances. 
Importantly you need to absorb the good 
points from the first race and hold them 
while getting rid of the mistakes. Very rarely 
will it go the same - especially now in MXGP 
where one race you could start fifth and in 
another fifteenth - but there are a lot of rou¬ 
tines every race and every week.” 



BETWEEN THE MOTOS 


Coldenhoff: “Sometimes you think ‘it’s 
going to be a tough one'. In Mexico I had 
a crash on Saturday and was in a lot of 
pain in the first moto. But then you also 
think ‘it’s only 35 minutes, just go for it’. 
In Arco I had a bad first moto but felt 
good physically and pulled myself togeth¬ 
er. I made a good start and had a good 
result. Just before that race I was telling 
myself to really push and was very moti¬ 
vated to make something happen." 

Simpson: “I try to keep light-hearted and 
loose because it stops me feeling uptight 
about the situation. I know that [Tim] 
Gajser and some of those guys like to be 
strongly focussed but that just makes me 
tired; instead of pumping me up it has 
the reverse effect. I actually start yawn¬ 
ing when I get nervous, everyone has 
their own tick and gesture. People used 
to ask me ‘are you tired?’ but no, I was 
fired up! It was just my thing.” 

Strijbos: “If you are struggling with the 
track, you are getting tired and the first 
moto doesn’t go well then it can get 
tiring mentally as well and you need to 
find a way ‘back’ for the second moto. 

You just need to get through it and do 
the best you can because sometimes 
there is no goal because the weekend 
hasn’t gone well...but then it can also 
turn around very quickly. You can be in 
the gate and the ‘click’ comes and the 
GP finishes well. The first race can also 
make you feel like everything is on rails. 

It is strange how it can change. The 
adrenaline is always there." 
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eatt’s GPX neck brace was already 
a bold piece of technology upon 
its launch in 2007 and used a rigid 
structure and Alternative Load Path con¬ 
cept to introduce a new form of protection 
to off-road motorcycling that has spread 
into bicycle competition and other sports. 


The GPX was born with a desire to provide 
some benefits in motorcycle sports and 
immediately captured curiosity, attention, 
scepticism and general interest. Athletes 
and regular off-road riders embraced the 
ambition behind the brace and the mil¬ 
lions of dollars of investment, research 
and hours put into the product by Dr Chris 
Leatt and his team in Cape Town. 

One of the racers ‘sold’ on the idea of the 
GPX serving a role of reducing impact 
forces to the neck was Shaun Simpson, 
then an upcoming MX2 rider and two 
seasons away from finishing fourth in the 
world and gaining his first GP podium 
silverware. The Scot used the brace from 
the first version on the market right up 
until present day and has since become a 
Leatt athlete, also admonishing the South 
African’s commendable efforts with body 
armour and chest protection. Simpson 
used an Alpinestars neck brace from 2011- 
2013 so has sampled a different approach 
to the same principal but has largely seen 
the GPX morph into the slim, foldable, 
carbon-based form that distinguishes the 
2017 build. 

Apart from MX2 World Champion and 
AMA 250SX No.l Marvin Musquin the 
former British Champion is best-placed 
to offer some insight as to how Leatt have 
evolved their wares and refined the GPX 
for the demands of motocrossers at the 
highest level. 


“The thing with Leatt is that they actually 
came out with a really good product right 
from the beginning," the 29 year old said. 
“In 2007 the first brace I had was plas¬ 
tic, so it wasn’t the lightest version, but 
I wouldn’t say it was drastically different 
with my current carbon brace: maybe 
3-400 grams? My carbon model has a 
few bits of plastic and padding now for 
practicality and fitting and it is as light as 
it’s ever been." 




“Back in 2007 not many people had 
the brace and there were lots of peo¬ 
ple asking: ‘Is it worth it? Will it work? 
Will it bother me?’ It came with a lot of 
hype and was something new that peo¬ 
ple had to try. I started wearing one and 
instantly felt like I ‘connected’ with it. I 
fitted it properly - which is something 
that I think a lot of people struggle with 
because it does need to go correctly with 
your body armour and the components 
that rest on your back and chest actually 
have to be in place - and felt like it was 


doing a job. I see that some guys have it on top 
of their body armour and it sits too high. If it isn’t 
worn properly then that is when it can feel cum¬ 
bersome.” 


Weight loss was a natural progression with new 
materials and composites. The carbon GPX 6.5 
now balances at 600g (1.3lbs) but there was 
another significant shift with the back strut mov¬ 
ing from a single form to a split fork. “I think the 
move for two was based on people reacting to the 
singular piece laying on the spine; despite the 
fact that Leatt had made test after test to show 
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that the strut broke after a certain amount 
and load of pressure. There are aspects of the 
brace that are made to break when you crash: 
they have a threshold and that is how it has 
been designed. Also the strut piece now has a 
hinge whereas the old one had a bolt that you 
had to take out to pack it, so it is much easier." 

“The general shape has changed a bit over 
time,” he adds. “There are little ‘wings’ on the 
back of the GPX now and I believe that is to 
do with the contact area with the helmet. The 
front pads that rest near the sternum are much 
more flexible these days. Overall the brace is 
much more minimal and with rounded edges. 
Could it be minimised even more? I don’t know 
but looking at the shape you can appreciate 
the engineering involved to fit the body and do 
a job. I used to cut pieces away that I felt were 
unnecessary and shave down the chest rests 
by three-four millimetres in the old days so it 
sat a bit lower. Adam Sterry and some of the 
other lads wear an L or XL but I prefer a S/M 
for the tighter fit and the compactness and the 
connection with the helmet." 

Alterations in the shape have been minor but 
noticeable. “There is potentially more airflow, 
and the cut-outs on the sides are even more 


pronounced for the haters that say the 
brace is responsible for collarbone break¬ 
ages: you can actually see a physical gap 
between the brace and the bone now.” 

The GPX now has a simplified locking 
system with the long-used buckle joint 
replaced by a low profile catch that requires 
simply meeting both ends of the brace 
together. “It used to be a buckle that you 
could fold back and also put your straps 
onto,” Simpson says. “There are still hooks 
for the straps if a rider wants to wear them 
and a good thing about any Leatt body pro¬ 
tection is that they come with straps so you 
can fix the brace right into place. In previ¬ 
ous years I never used to strap the brace, 
but now I do just because that system with 
the body armour works really well." 

The locking mechanism however is one of 
the very few aspects of which the consci¬ 
entious Brit holds a few reservations. “If I 
had to be honest then the catch system is 
an area that could be worked on. It is re¬ 
ally easy and simple at the moment but 
you have this feeling that you need to give 
it a couple of firm pulls to make sure it is 
really connected and that a small piece of 
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dirt might to prevent a secure fix. The old 
system felt very secure to me because it was 
more ‘mechanical’; when it clicked in you felt 
‘right, we're ready to go’.” 

Crucially Leatt’s neck protection has made 
two major strides in terms of practicality. 
Many riders wanted the benefits and assur¬ 
ance of the GPX or an equivalent model but 
fitting and also looking after the unit was an 
added chore. As a long-term user Simpson is 
well aware of the progress made in these as¬ 
pects. “It is much easier to set-up the brace 
yourself. With the first models there was a lot 
of messing around with bolts and little shims 
and carbon inserts. Now you can just slide 
pieces back and forwards for the optimum 
fit. I can adjust any new brace purely for me 
in just fifteen seconds, before it might have 
taken fifteen minutes with a bag of bits and 
tools!" 

For a professional racer on the bike as much 
as #24, being able to deal with the brace as 
easily as other parts of his kit was another 
advantage. Together with better storage po¬ 
tential - the back section of the brace folds 
up, instead of the whole brace needing to be 
dismantled into pieces as before - then there 


is even less reason not to install the GPX into the 
equipment bag. 

“The main thing for me through time and the 
different editions - aside from comfort, fit and 
weight - is the level of maintenance,” Shaun 
concludes. “It now takes hardly any looking-after: 
you just jet-wash it, leave it to dry and it’s good 
to go again. In the early days there used to be 
white padding and sticker kits and it all looked 
very nice but you had to dismantle it and put the 
soft parts in the washing machine. There was a 
lot of Velcro and bits and pieces involved and it 
probably took as long to prep the brace as it did 
your helmet with all the foam and inserts. Now 
you can powerhose your boots in the wash bay 
and do the brace at the same time and it just be¬ 
comes part of your programme. You can collapse 
it down now and I keep mine inside a helmet bag 
when I take it to the track.” 

Strangely neck protection is still a divisive topic 
at the top tier of racing with those very much in 
favour of the ‘percentages’ and others who re¬ 
main dubious. Plenty of scientific data and testi¬ 
monies adhere to the positive role it can play and 
the ten-year period of discovery and progression 
with creations like the GPX illustrate how design 
thinking and problem-solving can march on. 
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great day of racing at 
RedBud Michigan, round 
six of the Lucas Oil Pro Mo- 
tocross championship, which 
also marked the halfway 
point of the series. And while 
one points leader gapped the 
competition even more, the 
other class saw a new red 
plate handed out. 

Monster Energy Kawasaki’s 
Eli Tomac went 1-1 on the 
day in a dominant ride to get 
his fourth overall of the year 
and take a 13-point lead over 
Rocky Mountain KTM’s Blake 
Baggett who rode terrific in 
the first moto to climb close 
to Tomac. Baggett was put 
down on the ground by Rock- 
star Husky’s Jason Anderson 
(4-2 on the day) in an aggres¬ 
sive pass that will for sure 
have KTM’s Roger DeCoster 
speaking to Anderson and 
team manager Bobby Hewitt 
about playing for the right 
team. Anderson himself was 
amazing in the first moto to 
come from a first turn crash 
to fourth. The hostilities be¬ 
tween Anderson and Baggett, 
four years running now at 
least, will carry on for a few 
more weeks depending on 
how BB4’s thumb is. 

“I was struggling with pass¬ 
ing. This is one of the widest 
tracks, but the way it formed 
up today I think just some of 
the outsides weren’t working. 
Some of the outsides were 
blown out, so the middle 


and the inside was the line,” 
Tomac told me afterwards. 
“Looking at this track you 
would think it would be the 
best, but today it just didn’t 
quite shape up the way prob¬ 
ably anyone thought it would. 
Yeah, if you were in the back 
of the pack you could prob¬ 
ably make your way up, but I 
was struggling. The roost was 
pretty bad. I was pulling tear- 
offs like crazy.” 

Tomac’s on a roll, Anderson’s 
riding better than ever and 
Marvin Musquin of the Red 
Bull KTM team seems to be 
feeling better after a knee 
injury nulled his red plate as¬ 
pirations. This coming week¬ 
end in Southwick is a huge 
race for Baggett. He’s lost the 
plate, Tomac appears unstop¬ 
pable and his thumb may or 
may not be jacked up...other 
than that, everything’s fine! 

“It’s a good feeling. I’ve al¬ 
ways been fit and prided 
myself on working hard and 
what I feel harder than any¬ 
one since my rookie season. 

I think Aldon’s kind of toned 
things down in places and 
turned things up in places, 
which has helped me a lot 
and helped my consistency 
and how I feel each weekend. 
Definitely it’s been a posi¬ 
tive season,” Zach Osborne 
told me after his 2-1 win that 
widened his points lead to 38 
in 250MX. Osborne’s been 
very fast all year long but his 



fitness has really come into 
play at times this outdoor 
season. Working with trainer 
Aldon Baker has proven to 
be a winning move for the 
#16 as his speed never really 
drops off while some of his 
competitors can’t keep the 
pace for the whole moto. 

TLD KTM’s Alex Martin 
should’ve won the second 
moto and the overall but a 
tip-over late hurt him and 
his brother Jeremy Martin of 
the GEICO Honda team hurt 
himself after a first moto 
win with a second turn crash 
after getting the holeshot. 
Mistakes are hurting every¬ 
one but Osborne, and that’s 
why he looks good to take his 
first 250MX title. 





































MOTOCROSS REDBUD 


There are certainly factions 
in the USA paddock that look 
at the glitz and glamour of 
the Monster Energy Super¬ 
cross series and juxtapose 
that against what the Lucas 
Oil Pro Motocross Champion¬ 
ships gives them and thinks 
about how that long-rumored 
plan for more supercross 
can’t get here fast enough. 

I’m not one of them, I be¬ 
lieve that the people that buy 
energy drinks, car insurance 
and other outside sponsors 
go to supercrosses but the 
enthusiasts, the ones that 
buy the oil, the sprockets and 
the gear, they go to the pro 
motocross championships. 

Don’t get me wrong, when 
they can these people still go 
to supercrosses but in areas 
with no supercrosses, the 
Lakewood Colorado people, 
the Muddy Creek, Tennessee 
people, they go to the moto¬ 
cross races. 

But anyways, back to the 
people that aren’t stoked on 
nationals. I was talking to one 
of them this past weekend at 
the Redbud, Michigan race 
and he was saying: “Let’s 
get more of these” and that 
is something we can both 
agree on. RedBud is a phe¬ 
nomenal race by every meas¬ 
ure and there’s no doubt on 
that, even the “haters” of the 
nationals would agree to that 
and in fact, they have. So 
what is it? 


I don’t think it’s just the fact 
the race falls on America’s 
birthday, July 4th that makes 
it special. It’s the fact that 
the track is great, it’s sandy, 
it’s got a signature big jump, 
it’s got hills and the viewing 
is great. The Richie family, 
who have been there from 
the start, keep investing more 
and more into the facility. Un¬ 
like some of the other races, 
the folks are Redbud have 
an active amateur racing 
weekend (to keep the track 
integrity most national tracks 
pushed amateurs to the day 
after or away entirely) and 
they also embrace the party 
atmosphere of the nationals. 
Something that, rightfully 
so, has also been clamped 
down on at many of the other 
tracks. 

High Point this year promot¬ 
ed some Friday night activi¬ 
ties (nationals over here are 
held on Saturday) and even 
had Ryan Villopoto show up 
to the party. And by all ac¬ 
counts it worked, the attend¬ 
ance was very strong com¬ 
pared to the past few years. 

Of course, High Point is one 
of those tracks that suffered 
with a clamping down on par¬ 
tying and a date change also. 
The organizers embraced the 
fun factor for the fans and it 
seemed to pay off. 


And from this seat, I think 
this is a good idea. Sell the 
concept of a weekend with 
a side dish of the racing. 
That’s what the nationals 
use to be about. The move 
to Saturdays, the adaption 
to the TV schedule were all 
industry related moves that 
have made it easier to attend 
them for teams and helped 
to have the best TV package 
the nationals have ever have 
but perhaps it’s cost some 
spectators. Time to try to 
lure them back out and every 
year Redbud rolls around, the 
template is right there for the 
powers that be. What a week¬ 
end it is. 
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MITCH ON THE MIC 


After a bang up job in supercross, the Monster Pro Circuit Kawasaki team 
hasn’t had the best of times outdoors. Mechanical issues, crashes, some 
sub-par riding and none of Austin Forkner, Joey Savatgy, Adam Cianciaru- 
lo and Justin Hill have had much to brag about outside of Savatgy winning 
Lakewood. After politely refusing me an interview a few weeks ago after a 
tough day, I caught up to Mitch Payton to talk about how the day at Red- 
Bud went and the outdoors as a whole for his team. 


It’s been up and down for you all 
year and not the greatest day for 
you today... 

No. If they got a good start they 
fell down. If they got a bad start, 
they just moved up. So, the starts 
weren’t great. Austin actually first 
moto had a pretty good start. The 
second moto he was right behind 
Martin when Martin went down 
and he fell down. Got to work on 
starts. I think they need to work 
on a lot of stuff. 

Let’s start with Joey. Won Lake- 
wood. I kind of thought - I wrote - 
that it was going to be the break¬ 
through he needed to do after a 
few meagre rounds. But nothing 
since... 

Sub-par. Not as good as last year, 
by far. Not really positive. I don’t 
know. Just today said he didn’t 
feel comfortable hanging it out or 


whatever, but we tried stuff all day 
long, tried to make it better, and 
I don’t think we ever really made 
him comfortable no matter what 
we did. So, I think we got a little 
bit of work to do chassis-wise to 
get him comfortable. I don’t really 
know. Colorado was easy and he 
ran up front. Martin was behind 
him and he just rode great. Then 
today he just wasn’t in it. 

(You have) a brand new KX 250F 
this year. That’s a good excuse 
for outdoors, except you had a 
killer supercross season. Does 
that fact come into play when 
it comes to the outdoors at all? 
You have had some mechanicals. 
Riders are still maybe not doing 
as well as we thought. We don’t 
blame the bike, but do we talk 
about the new bike at all? 


There was some stuff that we had 
to learn. I think last year’s bike 
was towards the end of its ca¬ 
reer; I think everything was pretty 
dialled on it. Then the new bike 
was different enough that eve¬ 
rything just didn’t carry over, so 
we started over. It took us a few 
months to get where we thought 
we were good enough with it. 

Then I think we were good. In 
supercross it looked like we were 
good. Outdoors I want to believe 
we should be better. I think we 
did everything to where they said 
they were comfortable. They were 
happy. But maybe we got a lit¬ 
tle bit more work to do. I’m not 
blaming the bike. All the guys go 
fast. Their lap times are all simi¬ 
lar. Even the first moto where Aus¬ 
tin was fourth, he ran 2:06, 2:06, 
2:06 when he was in fourth, same 
as the top three guys. Then he 




made a pretty big mistake in the 
back, almost crashed, and then he 
fell off that gap. He said the track 
changed and he didn’t know where 
he thought the great line was. 

Then all of a sudden he started 
running 2:08’s. So, it’s a matter of 
believing and just hanging it out. 

I see Osborne and I see Jeremy 
Martin and if they get a bad start, 
they still are capable of going 
through the pack and working up. 
That’s what we have to be able to 
do. We say a bad start - nowadays 
if you’re sixth or eighth, that’s a 
bad start. You need to be in that 
top two or three in order to be in 
that zone or that pace. That allows 
you to kind of get rolling.. 

Hill hasn’t had a very good out¬ 
doors. Qualified well today in that 
first moto. Of course, he goes 
down, kind of continues the ter¬ 
rible outdoors. But that second 
moto was something to build on, 
right? 

Yeah. He was third and then he 
was fourth or something like that. 
He was right there. He was in 
fourth. He rode good. Then Os¬ 
borne caught up to him and then 
basically his lap times kind of 
came down and they stayed con¬ 


sistent. Then all of a sudden, he 
made a big mistake and the same 
thing happened. Osborne got by, 
then [Dylan] Ferrandis got by, then 
his lap times slipped. Only at the 
very end did he pick them back up. 
They’re sending it. The class is re¬ 
ally deep right now and everybody 
is going fast. Alex [Martin] is fast... 
You put Mitchell Harrison - all of a 
sudden he’s right up front and he’s 
running it. Then towards the end it 
kind of came apart a little bit but 
that was a good ride for that kid, 
too. 

Anything you can tell us on Sa- 
vatgy and AC’s contracts for next 
year? You going to keep them? 

We want to keep both of them. 
We’re good. 

Give me a percentage on keeping 
them. 

My percentage? I want 100%. 

How close you are to it? 

We’re really close. I think you’ll see 
both of them here next year. Then 
we got one spot, and that depends 
whether Hill wants to ride a 450 or 
if he wants to ride a 250 then he’ll 
stay here. 
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MotoGP reached the halfway 
stage of the 2017 campaign 
and still nobody is none-the- 
wiser. Yes, Marc Marquez ran 
to eighth set of Pole Position 
and victory around the snak¬ 
ing, dropping and edgy Sach- 
senring and HRC brandmate 
Cal Crutchlow suggested that 
the reigning champion was 
merely toying with the rest 
of the pack in terms of the 
championship but there are 
not many that would have 
expected the competitiveness 
of Jonas Folger or would have 
thought that early season 
champion-in-waiting Maver¬ 
ick Vinales would suddenly 
look a little lost and under 
pressure. 

There was a feeling of gasp 
in Germany with MotoGP 
barely pausing for analysis 
after Assen and contemplat¬ 
ing a fourth Grand Prix in five 
weeks on the short, predomi¬ 
nantly left-turning, windswept 
and climatically unstable 
venue in Saxony. Riders had 
opportunities to run wet and 
dry weather laps on both 
Friday and Saturday and the 
rain was always threatening. 
Sunday was mercifully dry 
but that evening the showers 
lashed the circuit for what 
was a narrow escape. 

Marquez was supreme 
on Sunday afternoon and 
cracked the resistance of 
Folger - who’d been quick in 
pretty much every session 


and was lapping-up rather 
than shunning aware from 
the glare of attention and 
expectation on home turf - in 
the final two laps. The Rep- 
sol Honda man exuberantly 
celebrated in Parc Ferme 
with his team to suggest that 
his second success of 2017 
was a big one, and the in¬ 
heritance of first position in 
the championship standings 
before MotoGP disbands for 
five weeks was also signifi¬ 
cant. Marquez is the fourth 
different rider to top a series 
that has five different winners 
and with four racers split by 
10 points (also with Yamaha 
and Honda slating tests in 
the break) then this is very 
much a season of two halves 
and bookies’ odd will still be 
pretty generous. 

Marquez, who grabbed an 
assist from Pramac Ducati’s 
Danilo Petrucci, in Q2 to 
ensure his Pole time was 
gracious to the speed and 
pressure from Folger who 
had quickly moved up from 
fourth position to shadow the 
RCV. #93 had to find lap- 
times deep into the 1 min 21s 
to keep the German at bay. 
Folger meanwhile exhausted 
his tyres and options with 
just two laps to go. 

“During the winter I was not 
worried but I was thinking 
‘this is MotoGP: have I made 
the right choice? Can I ride 
this type of bike?’ And in the 


end I was more than happy 
and in the winter tests I 
enjoyed myself so much," he 
frankly admitted on Thursday. 

“It was the first time for me 
to stay in this kind of posi¬ 
tion,” he grinned on Sunday 
and after the dizzying period 
of adulation, similar to the 
scenes enjoyed by Petrucci at 
Mugello and Monster Yamaha 
Tech3 teammate Johann 
Zarco (a victim of qualifica¬ 
tion miscalculation in Ger¬ 
many and also a faller at the 
dreaded fast and scary Turn 
11) in Le Mans. “I couldn’t 
believe I was leading the race 
here in Sachsenring. It was 
a really nice moment. At the 
end, I let Marc go. He has 
the most experience. I tried 
to stay behind him and, to 
be honest, I learned many 
things.” 

On Sunday afternoon in the 
media centre Tech3 boss 
Herve Poncharal was talk¬ 
ing about the evolution of 
his rookie pairing and while 
he claimed that riding out 
dated machinery that would 
not benefit from development 
wasn’t the best way to go rac¬ 
ing, the Frenchman was also 
bullish that his satellite crew 
had outperformed the works 
Yamahas once more. 

Assen victor Valentino Rossi 
wore a stern expression on 
Friday and after the first of 
two mechanical glitches that 
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saw him walking back to the 
pitlane after only a handful of 
laps. One failure was a worn 
fuel pump (“that said ‘ciao”) 
but the other issue remained 
undisclosed and was rumoured 
to be a software tangle. Rossi 
spoke more openly and freely 
about his preference for Yama¬ 
ha’s new chassis but only had 
one version and was genuinely 
worried about his potential in 
the wet. As per usual for #46 
a bad weekend was converted 
into a reasonably satisfactory 
end result: still, slight confusion 
for the team persisted as Rossi 
had been competitive through 
the German rain twelve months 
earlier and the ‘180’ trend in the 
same events from 2016 to 2017 
continued. 











Vinales was another looking 
slightly rattled through the 
course of the three days and 
tended to bat away questions 
in the media debriefs, even 
to the point where inquisition 
on his chassis and the feeling 
associated with it ended up 
being a taboo subject. “Al¬ 
ways chassis, chassis, chas¬ 
sis," he exasperated at one 
point on Saturday. “I cannot 
say. They don’t let me tell 
you!” he blurted on Sunday. 
Maverick was brilliant in the 
race. Rising from a position 
outside the top ten to find 
fourth, by way of a seat-grab¬ 
bing move overtaking Rossi 
on the outside of Turnll. “It 
was close! And [even] closer 
on the bike!” he said. “There 
on the downhill it is difficult 
to look [how far you are] from 
the one in front. The move 
was really close but there 
were only six laps to go and I 
needed to pull away because 
Vale is so strong at the end 
of the race.” 
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Speaking more the Spaniard 
also confessed that his plight 
to win the championship in 
his first term in blue had 
gone slightly off the rails, and 
identified the problem in try¬ 
ing to adapt the Yamaha and 
the electronics to the wildly 
varying experiences with the 
Michelin tyres; the first seri¬ 
ous issue coming at round 
four at Jerez. “Somehow in 
the races where we are strug¬ 
gling we modified the elec¬ 
tronics and we reduced the 
power every race and now 
it looks like we need more 
power from the electronics!" 
he explained. “At some races 
we get very confused and we 
didn’t keep the same line of 
the electronics during the 
season and changed it a lot. 

I hope Michelin can bring the 
same tyres for many races 
and we can work really hard 
on the electronics, also to¬ 
day we were not 100%, so 
we need to work and get the 
confidence with the tyres and 
with the bike as we had in 
the beginning of the season." 


But he was quick to remind 
that 2017 was just his third 
in the category and hinted 
he was not the finished prod¬ 
uct. “It is the first year I have 
been at the front fighting for 
the championship and I try 
to give my best all the time 
and sometimes you have to 
take 4th, 5th, 6th and in As- 
sen I wanted to win. If it was 
the second year of fighting 
for the championship then I 
wouldn’t have taken that risk 
and today I would be leading 
[the championship] again. 
Things like this make us 
learn a lot: at least for me be¬ 
cause the team have a lot of 
experience! It is up to me to 
learn and we will do a good 
job.” 

Elsewhere and E.G 0,0 Marc 
VDS’s Franco Morbidelli con¬ 
fessed a degree of surprise 
that the speedy Red Bull 
KTM’s Miguel Oliveira had 
not passed him for the lead 
after closing a gap of over 
three seconds at the front of 
Moto2. “If he had passed me 
then I would have packed-up 
because I was struggling at 
the moment," the MotoGP- 
bound Italian said. Sitting 
next to him in the press con¬ 
ference the Portuguese wore 
a face like he didn’t know 
when to laugh or cry and 
semi-joked an aside that he 
would not adopt a wait-untiI- 
the-end tactic with the cham¬ 
pionship leader in the future. 


MotoGP GER 













C0AirEuropa 














It was a close finish and one of 
the best Moto2 chases of the 
year. ‘Morbido’ had the added 
advantage with his fifth win of 
2017 that Thomas Luthi slid 
out of contention early on and 
the VDS man (the fourth title 
contender in the prolific Mi¬ 
chael Bartholemy-run squad) 
has a cushion of more than 
a Grand Prix in the bag. His 
VR46 Academy-mate Pecco 
Bagnaia won an intense dice 
for third place and with his 
third podium appearance of 
the year secured it is hard to 
remember a rookie making 
such an impact in arguably the 
hardest Grand Prix class. 

Moto3 Pole Position holder 
Aron Canet had no problem 
telling his misfortune where to 
go with some obvious gestures 
after crashing into the Turnl2 
gravel trap that meant he could 
play no part in the squabble 
between Leopard Racing’s Joan 
Mir, Platinum Bay Real Estate 
KTM’s Marcos Ramirez and 
Marinelli Rivacold Snipers Ro¬ 
mano Fenati. Mir has aped the 
team’s last champion - Danny 
Kent (a crashee on a wildcard 
appearance for KTM at Sach- 
senring) - in the first half of 
2017 and the Honda power is 
pushing the Moto2-set Span¬ 
iard up to an impressive level 
of performance. 

Five weeks then until MotoGP 
gathers again collectively for 
the wide turns of Brno in early 
August. There is homework to 
be done and any advantage 
for the Czech Republic, Aus¬ 
tria, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, 
Japan, Australia and Malaysia 
could stop this story swirling. 











Dani Pedrosa was another to 
experience tyre performance 
drop-off on the resurfaced 
Sachsenring (that drew glowing 
praise across the board for the 
grip in both the dry and wet and 
emphasised the situation that 
the Barcelona-Catalunya circuit 
faces with the future of the event 
in the balance due to decade-old 
asphalt). The Jerez winner was 
a victim of increasing amount of 
wheelspin and eventually settled 
for a lonely third. 



Sunday was not a day for the Ducatis. 
Eighth position for Andrea Dovizioso 
was his worst finish of the year and 
largely came about through the wrong 
tyre choice. “I was riding to save it 
and then when I pushed it suddenly 
finished on the left,” he said. “Four¬ 
teen/thirteen laps to the end I started 
to have a big problem so I made a 
wrong choice for sure. I think in the 
future - like we confirmed in the last 
few races - we can be competitive 
in many conditions and this is very 
important in the championship.” Jorge 
Lorenzo was in the same boat. The 
2015 champion talked about the slow 
acclimatisation to the Desmosedici 
and claimed: “we are waiting for 
something really new on the bike.” 

The thirty year old had previously 
explained the need to evolve his style 
but it seems the Ducati’s reluctance 
to turn and flow through the corners 
to suit the Majorcan’s strong points 
is one of the reasons for his podium 
absence. “The bike has a lot of poten¬ 
tial and if you know how to ride the 
bike you can be very competitive,” 
he expounded further. “If you have a 
different riding style, you can be very 
competitive. For the moment, for me, 
it’s difficult. In the good tracks for me 
I’m able to fight for the podium. In the 
not-such-good tracks I might be fur¬ 
ther.” Danilo Petrucci gathered some 
remarks for his first lap punt of Jonas 
Folger and leaving the German with 
scuffed leathers but teammate Scott 
Redding was almost inconsolable as 
he struggled without grip at the rear 
of the field. 
















Cal Crutchlow’s race was disturbed by a 
tyre pressure issue after just three laps. 
“I made a mistake not choosing the 
hard front tyre today,” he said. Sachsen- 
ring was the first of Crutchlow’s surging 
set of results in 2016 and with Czech 
Republic up next he has another chance 
to repeat the spoils (“I’m really excited 
for Brno”). The 31 year old was also 
asked his opinion on the faltering Cir¬ 
cuit of Wales project that now leaves the 
future of the British Grand Prix in the 
balance and likely to be looking for a 
home at Silverstone or Donington Park. 
“I feel bad for the people who have 
been involved in it and probably put in 
a lot of effort to get nothing,” he said 
of CoW. “Where would I prefer it to be? 
Donington; from a riders perspective as 
well as fans. I had a great Grand Prix at 
Silverstone last year and some fantastic 
rides there over my career but I’d want 
to do something different. Don’t get me 
wrong that doesn’t mean I don’t like it 
or I won’t give 100% there it just means 
I’d like a change. It there was a possibil¬ 
ity then my opinion is ‘go to Donington’. 
There is no elevation at Silverstone, it’s 
an FI track. ! If I had my choice of any¬ 
where then it’d be Oulton Park...but the 
chances of that happening!" 
























Aleix Espargaro was competitive but 
the need to outpower the Yamahas 
and Ducatis in the fight for fifth meant 
the Catalan was living on the edge 
in terms of braking and he miscued 
several times at Turnl. “It was nice to 
stay with Vale, Maverick and Dovizio- 
so, but inside of me I felt I had better 
pace. I couldn’t overtake them, it was 
really frustrating, because every time 
I tried, I went wide," he said. Aleix 
revealed that Aprilia are planning an 
engine upgrade for Brno and the im¬ 
provement could be the missing factor 
to hunt that first podium. After all the 
speculation and with two crashes in 
the last two races meaning the land¬ 
scape still looks a little cloudy for Sam 
Lowes the former Moto2 Grand Prix 
winner insisted he was in a positive 
place after half a season in MotoGP 
(“I was never going to come straight in 
and win was I?!”) and thanked Aprilia 
for their ongoing support. Germany 
was quiet on whether #22 will be still 
part of the set-up for another year but 
supposed replacement Andrea lan- 
none was hardly improving his market 
appeal in Suzuki colours. 












Q2 again and a PB of 7th on the grid 
for Pol Espargaro who seems to be 
finding the virtues of the RC16 slight¬ 
ly easier than Bradley Smith but the 
Brit was still hampered by a manky 
left little finger with a black aspect 
that looked like it was rotting rather 
than healing. Mika Kallio’s presence 
ensured plenty of orange on the track 
and the Fin was the only one in the 


team not to post points. Espargaro 
was less than a second a lap away 
from Marquez, meaning that KTM 
have halved the deficit that existed 
at the beginning of the season and 
was a clearly indication of progress. 
An important two days of work lays 
ahead at Aragon for the newcomers 
now. 
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ALL DOWNHILL FROM HERE? 


It all started so well. At Valencia last year, Andrea lannone and Suzuki seemed 
made for one another. A factory on the up, placing its total faith in his ability and 
feedback. With Italians occupying several positions in the team, and the factory 
prepared to employ Marco Rigamonti, his crew chief from Ducati, lannone would 
feel at home, energised by his new position as factory figurehead. 


Suzuki could also offer him the 
GSX-RR - a machine with un¬ 
doubted limitations, yes, but one 
with a shed-load of positives 
too. Just look at the form of both 
Maverick Vinales and Aleix Espar- 
garo in the autumn of 2016, and 
it was clear there was potential 
within. That turning issue you’ve 
had to overcome on the Ducati 
for four years, Andrea? You won’t 
find that here,’ team boss Davide 
Brivio no doubt told him. ‘No, our 
bike handles like a dream.’ 

And in lannone there was a rider 
that could stick it to the best of 
them. Colourful, flamboyant, and, 
at times, comically self-centred, 
perhaps his direct, curt means 
of communicating could keep 
Suzuki on its largely upward 
trajectory. After all, his quoting of 
Nietzsche on social media hinted 
at a more thoughtful, considered 
figure than the happy-go-lucky 


loon seen smashing the rear 
window of his own car a year ago. 
Right? 

Wrong. Even for the Italian’s big¬ 
gest detractors, the rate at which 
the whole relationship has unrav¬ 
elled has been shocking. Aside 
from a spirited ten laps in Qatar, 
there has been little else to show 
for lannone’s first half-season at 
Suzuki, his weekend at the Sach- 
senring another sorry showing. 
There can be no doubting that 
lannone has badly lost his way, 
the fruits of his labours earn¬ 
ing him just 16th place in the 
championship, eleven lower 
than Vinales at this point a year 
ago, and 55 points worse off. His 
meagre sum is 29 lower than his 
predecessor’s total after this race 
in ’15 - when both rider and bike 
were rookies - too. Numbers that 
must make Brivio shudder. 


So where has it all gone so spec¬ 
tacularly wrong for a factory that 
won a premier class race just 
nine months ago? Well, the fact 
lannone has had to effectively go 
alone for several races, as rookie 
team-mate Alex Rins recovered 
from a wrist injury didn’t help. 
Then there is the way the GSX-RR 
demands to be ridden. Braking 
all the way into the corner - as 
lannone tries - is a no-go, with 
Vinales’ straight-line braking 
technique (before rapidly flicking 
into the corner) more effective. 

As Jorge Lorenzo has shown, rad¬ 
ically changing one’s style does 
not happen overnight. 

But at Montmelo and the Sach- 
senring, there was no sign of 
progress. No sign of anything, 
in fact, from lannone’s corner. 

If finishing 16th in the searing 
Barcelona heat was the season’s 
nadir, what then could we label 



the German Grand Prix, where he 
placed a diabolical 24th in both of 
Friday’s sessions before crashing 
out of an underwhelming twelfth? 
Vinales is a special talent, but 
even Espargaro was able to dot a 
crash strewn opening half of 2016 
with the occasional good result 
(Austin, Jerez). What’s more, 
Espargaro showed signs of toil. 

“I cried a lot after the warm-up 
at the Qatar GP. I was desperate 
because I wasn’t enjoying it. I was 
suffering a lot,” he revealed at 
the start of this year. Yes, he was 
crashing. But he cared. And engi¬ 
neers recognise that. In contrast, 
lannone often wears the listless 
expression of a man who wishes 
to be elsewhere. 

Known for its togetherness - re¬ 
member, Vinales’ '16 crew refused 
his offer to follow him to Yamaha 
- even Suzuki team morale is at a 
low, something that surely can’t 
be helped by rumours of their 
rider partying in Ibiza just days 
after Assen. Leading a factory is 
so much more than riding ability. 
It’s motivating those around you, 
by what you do, how you work 
and how you communicate. On 


each of these fronts, lannone is 
falling well short. 

It came as little surprise to hear 
that Suzuki ambassador Kevin 
Schwantz had a few choice words 
for the Italian on Saturday even¬ 
ing. The highlights included: “I 
don’t understand Italian. But his 
body language is as bad as it can 
be.” Or, “[If he doesn’t want to risk 
a lot] he should go and race go- 
karts.” Then: “I would love to tell 
him what I and all of us see, but 
he wouldn’t like to hear that.” 

And the frustration surrounding 
the situation is clear; lannone 
remains one of the class’ leading 
talents, his fairly unique ability to 
feather the throttle while braking 
all the way into the corner a clear 
indicator of that. Cal Crutchlow 
remembers times during ‘14, 
when, as a member of Ducati’s 
factory team, he would cast an 
eye over the then Pramac satellite 
rider’s data with mild disbelief. 

“I know how he rides,” said the 
Englishman. “When I was in Duca- 
ti, he was the best Ducati rider 
at the time. He can overlay the 


throttle and the brake at the same 
time. He does some fantastic 
things. But he’s wasting his talent. 
He’s just not bothered.” 

As Schwantz mentioned, the 
GSX-RR can’t be that bad a bike. 
Neither Yamaha nor Honda has 
taken huge steps this year. Ducati 
is more consistent. Brivio recently 
said the only changes to this 
year’s machine (improved elec¬ 
tronics, more horsepower) have 
been “good changes”. All the 
more reason for lannone to be, at 
the very least, fighting regularly 
for the top six. 

Recent performances make you 
wonder how long it can go on like 
this. Suzuki has to decide on a 
course of action over the summer 
break to try and breathe fresh life 
into its project. And, aside from 
continuing to understand the bike, 
lannone needs to knuckle down, 
and recognise that the number 
of likes on his Instagram account 
counts for little when the visor 
goes down. As it stands, Suzuki’s 
two years of admirable progress 
is slowly being undone. 
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FEATURE 


I t’s hard to dislike Marc Marquez. Some¬ 
thing of a wonder on two wheels and 
obviously enamoured with motorcycling 
to the point where his considerable skill- 
set, balance, co-ordination and judgement 
make him a formidable rider in most disci¬ 
plines at speed, the 24 year old is also an 
open and jovial character: someone who 
laughs easily, finds it hard to turn away 
or hide from fans (we've seen him stop 
many times in the paddock) and is humble 
enough to poke fun at himself; just look 
at the tumble on the podium in Catalunya 
after his pitlane fall the same morning or 
bizarre YouTube dancing and singing vid¬ 
eos while on promotion duty in Asia. 

Marquez’s presence and accessibility is an 
enormous asset for MotoGP despite the 
fact that he only has statistics and records 
to aim for with his career (or another chal¬ 
lenge like drastically changing manufac¬ 
turers). The theme of ‘what will happen 
when Rossi retires?’ hangs close to the 
sport like a slowly approaching black cloud 


Around a large table in the HRC hospital¬ 
ity Marc confidently addresses a range of 
questions from five journalists and endear¬ 
ingly smiles, concurs and laughs talking in 
his native Catalan tongue. Normally time is 
tight, demand is huge so to gain audience 
with the reigning number one and routine 
conqueror of Austin is a rare opportunity... 

On not fronting the championship yet and 
the start of 2017... 

It’s not really what you hope for, and you 
always want more - or have that enthusi¬ 
asm and motivation to reach for more. We 
didn’t have the best start for various rea¬ 
sons but the rhythm is there. I’m an opti¬ 
mist and I think I always will be, but there 
are some problems you can work to fix and 
others that you cannot. The bike is not as 
good as we’d like but we can work on a 
couple of things and I can also work when 
it comes to my riding style. At the end of it 
all we’re dependent on the tyres, and the 
feeling with the front - especially - marks 
the results of every Grand Prix. 


"/ WANTED TO BE A MOTOCROSSER [BUT] I WAS NINE A TEAM MADE 
AN APPROACH FOR THE ASPHALT WITH BILLS PAID. MY DAD SAID: 
'BOY, OFF TO ROAD RACING YOU GO../ 


but Marquez is that ray of light breaking 
through all the time. He might not carry 
the same empiricism as the Italian and it 
will be startling to imagine the #93 still 
circling Grand Prix tracks for another fif¬ 
teen years but there is little doubt that the 
Repsol man is the most watchable athlete 
in MotoGP and neutral fans and admirers 
can only hope that spectacular edge to his 
riding does not erode. 


On people talking more about the tyres in 
the second year compared to the first... 

It’s true, but the way I see it is that last 
year Michelin came in ‘new’ with a tyre as 
a base to work through the whole season. 

It was good enough even though there 
were times when riders were crashing and 
didn’t really know why. It was a symmet¬ 
ric tyre - so the same compound on the 
right and left. This year Michelin, who are 
very ambitious and want to do the best job 
possible, always bring asymmetries with 



MARC MARQUEZ 


two compounds so you have to get to know 
and work out the tyres and the six different 
options because you have three choices, 
just speaking about the front because the 
rear is pretty good. We only had these tyres 
at three races in 2016: Germany, Australia 
and Malaysia where it tends to be cold and 
therefore they’d bring some benefit. At 
somewhere like Catalunya, where it could 
be thirty degrees, there is no need to bring 
an asymmetric. Quite a few riders are 
complaining because they are not getting 
the stability from the tyre. I think Michelin 
wanted to offer something better to the rid¬ 
ers but ended up ‘blocked’. It all works in 
a circle because if you have good drive and 
don’t need to depend on the front so much 
- which is not our case - then you are look¬ 
ing at a different area of the bike. We need 
to make up time with the front. 

On the lottery aspect of the tyres... 

Yamaha had their [bad] ‘moment’ at Jerez 
but we’ve had a few now! It’s pretty com¬ 
plicated. I won in Austin but it was not by 
much and also because Maverick crashed. 
My front tyre was destroyed at the end of 
that race. You can only count on a certain 
type of tyre so it is about compromise and 
you have to adapt the bike to the tyres that 
are the same for everyone. 

On being a five year veteran of MotoGP 
and tackling home events like Catalunya... 

Experience makes you treat the race the 
same as any other. When you are younger 
you always have that enthusiasm and 
nerves at the prospect of riding at home 
but you soon learn to treat it as ‘normal’. 

Of course you have the friends, fan club 
and you notice more red colours and 93 
than usual. 
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Racing at Catalunya now still brings quite 
a strange feeling, perhaps because you 
remember being in the stands at 10-12 
years old watching the bikes. I was there 
watching Valentino Rossi, Dani Pedrosa 
and Jorge Lorenzo racing. So to be out 
there...I don’t know: it feels pretty great. 

On ever wondering about his life and 
seeing it from an external perspective... 

Well, it is a life dedicated to bikes. I 
wouldn’t change it for the world. Perhaps 
you lose out on some things but you 
win in others and it is something I was 
dreaming about when I was small. I’m 
enjoying life. 

On explaining to a normal rider how the 
limits can be found on some circuits 
compared to others... 

I think it is riding style and the way the 
corners flow as well as the grip level of 
various asphalt. Above all it is the mix 
of the corners and your style. Austin is a 
good circuit for me with the Honda and 
Dani has also been quick there also. If 
you go to Mugello then it is a good circuit 
for the Ducati. So it has to do with how 
the bike fits and what the bike wants to 
do and the configuration you can make. 

It is tricky to explain because at the end 
of the day it is a strip of asphalt with 
corners and you have to go quickly! It’s 
about styles of the bikes. 

On the state and future of the Barcelo- 
na-Catalunya circuit... 

There are riders who complain a lot but 
in the end the circuit hasn’t changed that 
much; it is only two corners. The entry to 
the stadium is quite OK but the chicane 
cuts the speed that you build and carry 
throughout the lap...but I like different 
things and we cannot forget that the 
change has been made for safety. 
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We have to adapt. In the end we can only 
give our opinion but I think they need to 
alter the curve or make a better chicane 
and these are the two proposals. They 
could take down part of the stand to 
push the wall back or make it go slightly 
under the stand like in Holland. If they 
want to make a chicane then it should 
well done with the right inclination. The 
asphalt in general is practically ‘done’ 
and all the Formula One testing leaves 
it pretty marked in terms of bumps and 
grip. 

On his fondness for motocross... 

One of the main reasons is the difference 
you find at the track. One day it can be 
bumpy and another day worse or better. 

I like that you have to improvise on the 
bike and it is something you can use to 
improve [yourself] on the road race track. 
I’ve done motocross since I was small 
and it all comes down to the rider. OK, 
you have to work with suspension, but 
the rider makes the difference. 

On whether there was a moment to 
choose... 

Yes...and I wanted to be a motocrosser. 

I was nine a team made an approach for 
the asphalt with bills paid - the Rojas 
Brothers team from Mataro - and they 
supported me and started my career. We 
were really grateful and because every¬ 
thing was being paid my Dad said: ‘boy, 
off to road racing you go...’ 

On whether he ever thought about an 
alternative life as a motocrosser... 

Not really because you become involved 
in another world and it’s still bikes. If you 
get yourself organised then you can still 
do quite a lot of motocross and a race 
now and then. I think I took a good path. 


On still needing to ride the sand... 

It’s been difficult to find the tracks in Spain 
but last year I stayed behind after Assen.,.1 
also cannot really take any risks. I’d love to 
try and will start one of these winters with 
something similar in Spain. I know it is 
great physical training so I’m keen. 

On having a better level than his brother... 

I started earlier and never really left it and 
he didn’t do so much. I think what you pick 
up as a kid never really leaves you. But he’s 
improving a lot, especially with his arm 
strength and positioning and if we’re not 
careful he’d quickly be at the same level. 




On having any pressure with a ex-Span¬ 
ish MX Champion as training partner? 

Ha! That’s one of the reasons [to go 
well]. I’ve been training a lot with Jose 
[Luis Martinez] since 2013 and even 
more since 2014 and it works for me hav¬ 
ing a guy that pushes. It’s not the same 
as training alone and where you fall into 
a comfort zone. Having a fast guy there 
is like sparring, and he gives me con¬ 
fidence and stability because he used 
to race as well and knows what a rider 
needs. Unless you have been there - 
even if you are a great person - then you 
never really quite know. 












Jr 

* * 








DUCATI SUPERSPORT 


Words by Roland Brown, 
Photos by Milagro 


HnV * f \ \ 

SEr^ 





B.ln \\ - ^ 





* 







DUCATI SUPERSPORT 



t would be easy to get a misleading 
impression about Ducati’s SuperSport. 
Glance at its name and sleek, fully- 
faired shape, and you might expect this 
V-twin to be a hardcore, track-focused 
weapon like the similarly styled Panigale 
899 and 1299. But the SuperSport is dif¬ 
ferent. It’s designed for commuting and 
sports-touring as well as going fast, and 
intended as a more versatile and rider- 
friendly entry to the world of Ducati 
sports models. 

That resemblance to the Panigale is 
deliberate, incorporating the low screen, 
clip-on handlebars, slim seat unit, and 
glimpses of a black-finished V-twin en¬ 
gine. But closer examination reveals that 
the screen can be adjusted for height 
in sports-touring style. And the bars, 
bolted above the top triple-clamp rather 
than below it, rise further still to give a 
much more upright riding position than 
the Panigale’s racy crouch. 


The SuperSport comes in two varieties. 
The standard model, finished in Ducati’s 
traditional red, has fully-adjustable 
Marzocchi forks and a Sachs rear shock 
that is adjustable for preload and re¬ 
bound damping. The upmarket Super¬ 
Sport S, which comes in red or white, 
wears fully-adjustable Ohlins units at 
both ends, and includes the two-way 
quick-shifter and colour-matched pillion 
seat cover that are accessories with the 
standard bike. 

In other respects the two are identical, 
both powered by the rorty eight-valve, 
liquid-cooled Testastretta 11 degree 
engine as fitted to the Hypermotard and 
Multistrada 950. The desmo V-twin’s 
core components are unchanged but 
it has a new ride-by-wire system and a 
twin-silencer exhaust. If the maximum 
output of lllbhp at 9000rpm sounds a 
bit ordinary, bear in mind that Ducati’s 
legendary 916 flagship made an almost 
identical amount. 











DUCATI SUPERSPORT 


"THE SUPERSPORT DOESN'T PUSH 
PERFORMANCE TO NEW LIMITS IN 
ANY DIRECTION , AS SO MANY RECENT 
DUCATIS HAVE DONE. BUT THIS NEW 
V-TWIN DOES A GOOD JOB OF FILLING 
THE GAP BETWEEN THE MID-SIZED 
PANIGALE AND MULTISTRADA MODELS..." 
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The SuperSport’s cylinder heads and crank¬ 
cases are strengthened to allow the engine 
to form a stressed member of the chassis, 
by being mounted solidly in the steel trellis 
frame. The single-sided aluminium swing- 
arm is borrowed from the Monster 821, and 
works a shock unit mounted diagonally on 
the right of the bike. Above the neat LED 
instrument console is the screen, which can 
be raised or lowered by 50mm simply by 
pulling or pushing it. 


In both Touring mode and the sharper 
Sport (there’s also an Urban mode that 
cuts power) the Ducati is more than quick 
enough to be fun, giving a sweet throttle 
response from barely off idle, and a broad 
torque spread that helps make the bike easy 
to ride. The flexible V-twin lump kicks out 


80 per cent of its maximum torque figure 
from just 3000rpm, so you’re only ever 
a tweak of the throttle away from serious 
forward motion. 

The Ducati stays smooth, too, as it revs 
through the box towards a top speed of 
about 140mph, accompanied by a pleas¬ 
ant if restrained V-twin exhaust note. If 
buying the standard SuperSport I’d be 
very tempted to shell out for the optional 
quick-shifter, which works in both direc¬ 
tions and makes using the gearbox much 
more fun. At higher speeds or in bad 
weather it’s handy to be able to cheat the 
wind by raising the screen, although even 
the taller setting isn’t that high. 





If the Ducati doesn’t offer a sports-tour¬ 
er’s level of weather protection, at least 
it behaves much like a sports bike on a 
twisty road. At 210kg wet it’s about 10kg 
heavier than the 959 Panigale, its wheel¬ 
base is longer and its suspension has 
more travel. But the two V-twins really 
aren’t all that far apart. Like the smaller 
Panigale, the SuperSport has a relatively 
slim, 180-section rear tyre that contrib¬ 
utes to enjoyably light, accurate steering. 

The standard model’s Sachs forks and 
shock work well and the S-bike’s Oh- 
lins units are better still, giving typically 
refined control. Even the SuperSport’s 
compliant suspension can’t always 
smooth the bumps, which can result 
in some wrist-ache despite the upright 
riding position. But the ride is plush by 
comparison with many sports bikes. 

Both standard and S models are respect¬ 
ably comfortable in other respects too, 
having ample legroom and a fairly well- 
padded seat. Both provide plenty of stop¬ 
ping power, thanks to a powerful Brembo 
set-up of 320mm front discs and Mono¬ 


bloc calipers, plus a typically efficient 
Bosch ABS system that automatically 
changes through three settings depend¬ 
ing on which riding mode is selected. 

It’s a shame that fuel capacity is a mod¬ 
est 16 litres, limiting realistic range to 
little more than 100 miles. At least prac¬ 
ticality can be boosted with accessories, 
especially the Touring Pack of heated 
grips, taller smoked screen and usefully 
large panniers. Sporty extras include 
carbon-fibre and aluminium bits, plus a 
neat Termignoni exhaust with twin under¬ 
seat silencers. 

The SuperSport doesn’t push perfor¬ 
mance to new limits in any direction, as 
so many recent Ducatis have done. But 
this new V-twin does a good job of filling 
the gap between the mid-sized Panigale 
and Multistrada models, providing much 
of the best of both worlds for roughly 
similar money. For plenty of riders, its 
clever blend of racy image and relatively 
down-to-earth character is likely to prove 
a tempting combination. 
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